FIVE DOCK RSL ORCHID SOCIETY INC OCTOBER 2025 BULLETIN
Meetings are held on the 4th Thursday in the months of January to November. 

at Concord Community Centre, 1A Gipps Street, Concord, NSW 2137
The Society was founded on 19th July 1967.
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Open
Class 1 Cymbidium over 90mm
1. Cym. Cherry Brandy x Brook Street 'Getto'
Class 2 Cymbidium Miniature up to 60mm
1. Cym. Doctor Len 'Ruby Sunset'
2. Cym . Unknown
3. Cym. Little Bumble Bee
Class 3 Laeliinae (Cattleya) Exhibition
1. Rlc . Memoria Warren Jones
2. C. Unknown
3. Rlc . Memoria Victoria Kam ‘Fascination*
Class 4 Laeliinae (Cattleya) 66-110mm
1. C. Aloha Case 'Ching Hua
2. C. Tokyo Life
Class 6 Laeliinae (Catleya) Cluster 5+Flowers
1. Ctt. Chicanery x Rocket Burst x Sixpence
2. Ctt. Tropical Trick ‘Machado'
Clas 7a Laeliinae (Cattleya) Species
1. L harpophylla
2. L. neokautskyi
3. L alvaroana
Class 11 Dendrobium Hybrids (Not Australian)
1. Den. Maihime 'Beauty'
2. Den. Unknown
3. Den. Spring Dream 'Apollon’
Class 14 Monopodial/Vandaceous Hybrids
1. Ple. vandarum
Class 15 Coelogyninae Species
1. Coel. flaccida
2. Coel. flaccida
3. Coel. flaccida
Class 16 Coelogyne Hybrids
1. Coel. Linda Buckley
2. Coel., Unchaned Melody
Class 18 Phalaenoposis Novelty up to 7Smm
1. Phal. Unknown
Class 19 Pleurothallidinae Species
1. Restropiella ophiocephala Yellow Form
Class 21 Oncidiinae Species
1. Onc. splendidum var. alba
Class 22 Oncidiinae under 35mm
1. Pasr. Chian-Tzy Lovely "CT Goldmine'
Class 23 Oncidiinae 36-60mm
1. Nhc. Parquet 'Uptown Girl'
Class 24 Oncidiinae over 61mm
1. Alcra. Snowblind
2. Onc . Aloha Kapoho
3. Aru. Sea Snake 'Unforgettable'

No. of plants benched 86
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Class 25 Species America

1. Arpo. giganteum

2. Max. densa

Class 26 Species Asia

1. Eria globifera

Class 27 Species Other Areas

1. Ble. striata

2. Ble. striata

Class 28 Miscellaneous Hybrids not listed
1. Z Debbie De Mellow ‘Honolulu Baby*
2. Lycaste Macama "Atlantis’

J. Koutsoukis
R. Moon

P&J D'Olier

GJ&SW Cook
R. Moon

S&L Campagna
P.La

3. Zga . Happy Bay 'Green Hills' x Beverley Lou ‘Stripes S&L Campagna

Class 30 Australain Terrestrials

1. Pterostylis curta

Class 31 Australian Epiphytes Species

1. Den. teretifolium

2. Den. monophyllum

3. Den. linguiforme

Class 32 Australian Epiphytes Hybrids

1. Den. Unknown

2. Den. Unknown

3. Den. Australian Stardream

Class 33 Australian Sarcanthinae Hybrids

1. Sarco. Unknown

Clas 36 Australasian Hybrids

1. Den. Red Dame x canaliculatum

Class 48 Seedling

1. Den. Auscobbler '‘Danielle’ x Dingadee Gold

2. Rth. Love Sound 'Dogashima’ x Golden Girl

Class 49 Specimen - Minimum of 5 racemes

1. Den. striolatum 'Watngans' x ‘Yondi Yellow'
Novice

Class 37 Novice Cymbidium

1. Cym. Unknown

2. Cym. Unknown

Class 38 Novice Dendrobium

1. Den. Unknown

2. Den. Comet King 'Akatsuki'

Class 39 Novice Laeliina

1. Ctt. Doris & Byron 'Christmas Rose"

Class 40 Novice Coelogyne

1. Coel. Unknown

2. Coel. Unknown

Class 41 Novice Phalaenopsis

1. Phal. schilleriana

2. Phal. Unknown

3. Phal. Unknown
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F. Halil

M. Grasso
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S. Mcllwain
A. Cullinan
A. Cullinan




Society Emblem: Dendrobium Fivedock Fire ‘Summertime’ 

Next meeting will be held on Thursday 23rd October 2025 commencing at 7.40 pm

Five Dock RSL Orchid Society is proudly supported by. 

Club Five Dock RSL, Canada Bay Council and MarketPlace Leichhardt Shopping Centre

Visit our website www.fivedockorchids.com  & our Facebook page Five Dock RSL Orchid Society for photos of the winning orchids from our Monthly Meetings and Annual Shows, Plants of the Night, Class winners, Show Champions, and record of our Social Events. 
PATRON: 
 Robert Ridge
PRESIDENT:

Kathy Koutsoukis


Mobile: 0401 951 211

VICE PRESIDENT:

Fedora Pristov   

SECRETARY:

Robert Moon


Mobile: 0412 335 349  

Society Email:

fivedockrslos@yahoo.com.au 

Postal Address:  

PO Box 4035, Bradbury NSW 2560   

TREASURER:

Fedora Pristov (Acting)
SHOW MARSHAL

Peter D’Olier




COMMITTEE:         

Jane D’Olier   

Sharon McIlwain

Robyn McEwen



Peter D’Olier

Merv Maher


Jonathan Tran
Website Coordinator: 
Jane D’Olier
President’s Report
As I write this, we are presently working at the Orchid Central Show.  The displays by OSNSW, Bankstown, Fairfield, Eastern Suburbs, Five Dock, Wirra Willa and the Paph Society are a credit to all the participants The displays are beautiful and a credit to all those workers who created these works of art. The general public’s reactions have been positive, and the attendance has been fantastic.  To Jonathan & Fedora our gratitude for such an amazing display and a big thank you to all our members who provided the plants for the display and volunteered for duty. A special thanks to Sharon for her work rostering the various volunteers
Our Guest speaker for this month is Helen from Neutrog, and we will get to hear about all the new products we can buy to keep our Orchids healthy 

This is our final show for the year except for the OSNSW inaugural Summer Orchid Festival to showcase all the Orchids that flower in the lead up to Christmas especially Cattleya purpurata on 13-14th December 2025 at Ermington 
Last Saturday we were invited to be the guest speakers at the RSL Subbranch meeting by our Patron Robert Ridge, the President of Club Five Dock RSL & the RSL Subbranch.  After the meeting Robert took us for a light lunch & tea & Coffee.  

Hope to see you all at our meeting on Thursday

Kathy Koutsoukis
FIVE DOCK RSL ORCHID SOCIETY INC

Minutes of the Monthly General Meeting held on 26th September 2025,

at Concord Community Centre, 1A Gipps Street, Concord

Opening: 


The Vice President declared the meeting open at 7.40pm and welcomed all members and our guest. Fedora then requested all those present to either turn their mobile phones off or to silent.

Apologies: 


Apologies were as listed on the attendance sheet.

Minutes: 


It was moved that Minutes of the meeting held on 28th August 2025 as circulated, be adopted as a true and correct record of that night’s proceedings.

Moved
 Jonathan Tran


Seconded 
Iris Leong


Carried

Business arising:


There was no business arising from the minutes.
Treasurer’s Report:


Fedora tabled the treasurer’s monthly reports and accounts for payment and asked if anyone was prepared to stand for treasurer role due to Margaret’s health issues.

Correspondence: 


The summary of Correspondence received, was tabled. Consisting of various Orchid Society Newsletters, News on upcoming Orchid Events & Conferences, Open Gardens information from the Garden Clubs Australia and brochures promotions of various “Garden” tours.

General Business:


The Vice President asked had everyone present had signed the attendance register for insurance purposes, Covid 19 tracing, and the lucky badge draw
Fedora gave a brief report on the Spring show at Leichhardt Marketplace and advised we had positive feedback from the centre management and thanked all those who volunteered to do duty at the show especially those that benched plants and noted we had no Cymbidiums from Scott Barrie but still had a successful show.  Fedora then handed out the prize and plant sales monies
Fedora spoke of the recent Friendship night that had over a dozen people attend and an enjoyable amicable time was had by all 

Orchid Central is approaching fast and is the week before our next meeting.  Fedora asked everyone to pleaser prefill the benching sheet and tick if you want it judged.  Please send it before ethe day as it takes time to fill in the tickets for the display that earn us extra points.  Also volunteers for our duty day are required and all help is appreciated see Sharon.  It was requested that all hangers be removed before benching plants.  Displays may be dismantled after 2.30pm on Sunday 19th October 2025 

Our Christmas Party will be on 6th December 2025 and will have raffle & guessing competition, and our Hawaiian Shirt competition will be open to the Ladies also the cost will be $30 for members drinks will be purchased at member prices 
Supper:

The meeting broke for Super 

Lecture
Kathy introduced Jane D’Olier who gave a brilliant presentation in slides to the various ways orchids get pollinated.  From sexual mimicry of female insects & pheromones to floral mimicry to traps like Pterostylis & Cypripediodeae to the Drakaea with its “hammer” Most orchids have male & female sex parts but like everything there is an exception Catasetums have male & female flowers that look very different the males have a trigger and spurt pollen while the females are helmet shaped to dram in the insects.  Most orchids are insect pollinated and Angraecum’s with the long nectary in 1862 Charles Darwin in a letter to remarked to Joseph Hooker "I have just received such a Box full from Mr Bateman with the astounding Angræcum sesquipedalia with a nectary a foot long—Good Heavens what insect can suck it?” The spur of the flower is 20–35 cm from its tip to the tip of the flower's lip. Sesquipedale is one and a half feet in Latin, referring to the spur length. In 1867 Alfred Russel Wallace published an article to supported Darwin's hypothesis, remarking that the African sphinx moth Xanthopan morganii (previously known as Macrosila morganii) had a proboscis almost long enough to reach the bottom of the spur. Wallace wrote as a footnote "That such a moth exists in Madagascar may be safely predicted; and naturalists who visit that island should search for it with as much confidence as astronomers searched for the planet Neptune, and they will be equally successful"
Jane also noted that many pollinator co evolved together but in the case of bees they evolved first, and orchid mimicked their requirements.
The vision of some insects is in the upper light range of ultraviolet and orchid evolved to fill the niche

Examples of pollinators 

Bulbophyllum that mimic decaying carrion or as one former judge notated the smell as being as bad as a herd of decaying pachyderms (elephants) carcasses to attract carrion beetles 

Cattleya & Sobralia & Cymbidium insigne are pollinated by bubble bees 

Epidendrum radicans by hummingbirds 

Rhyzinthella pollinated by Termites

While Oberonia is pollinated by Rain drops
These are just some of the methods Jane mentioned (I missed some of them)
Kathy thanked Jane for her presentation

Luck Badge Draw:

Was won by Graeme Cook
Raffle:
 


The Raffle prize winners were Alyona Cullinan (x2), Philip La, Kathy Koutsoukis, Shiela Lee, Lori Emerson Fedora Pristov, Fazil Halil Lisa Harris Jonathan Tran and Kit Rayes
Closure:



The Chairperson then closed the meeting at 9.20 pm thanking members for helping supper, wished everyone a safe journey home, and asked for help to put the tables & Chairs away & vacuum up spilled potting media.

[image: image2.jpg]k\
J \ Ai



 

   [image: image3.jpg]



September 2025 Open Plant of the Night 
September 2025 Novice Plant of the Night 

Den. striolatum 'Watngans' x Yondi Yellow'
Phal. schilleriana
Owner Lisa Harris




Owner Sharon McIlwain

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



HOW TO GROW COOL ORCHIDS
I think this has been one of the worst orchid seasons we have had for some time, and it affects those people who may need to grow their orchids cool.  To grow orchids outside you need to position them away from trees or other obstructions that can block out the natural light. All plants need Heat, light, water, air and food.
Heat- NO1 priority. Never underestimate the climate. If you are prone to frost, you may wipe out wipe out some of your collection overnight. Always make sure plants are elevated above ground level.

Plants that will take minimum temperature of 10°C give us a good choice of cool growing species and hybrids such as Brassia, Coelogyne, Maxillaria, cymbidium, dendrobium (soft cane) Laelia, Lycaste, Odontoglossum, Oncidium and Paphiopedilum.  If as a novice you buy plants in flower you avoid months of disappointment looking at green leaves especially if you have bought seedlings. Orchids are slow growing plants and some seedlings such as Dendrobium speciosum may take up to seven years to flower.
Don’t move your orchid: Once you have decided where to place your orchid and if the orchid is in spike, place it so that the spike faces the light. Because we live in Sydney you may not need a greenhouse, but you will need protection against the sun and heavy rain.  Most orchids grow in pots, baskets or mounted on cork or tree fern. Stay away from decorative pots as orchid roots and leaves are extremely sensitive to paints and glazes.  Always make sure your plants do not dry out for long periods. In the wild plants get a good drenching with rain and then dry out.
Feeding: All living things need food and orchids are no exception.  Supplies of nitrogen-phosphates and potassium are essential to the wellbeing of the plant.  Nitrogen promotes healthy stems and foliage- too much and you have giant plants and no flowers.  Phosphates are given for the development of roots and flowers and resistance to disease – too much can lead to stunted growth.  There are many fertilizers which contain these elements and always expressed in the same order.
30-10-10 or 30N-10P-10K contains a high proportion of nitrogen for good growth.

10-30-20 or 10N-30P-20K contains a good proportion of phosphates and potassium for good flower production.  

It is no good giving extra nitrogen in poor winter light conditions as you will only end up with long, weak, sappy growths and no flowers.  Good light is necessary for good growth and fertilizer can be given then – but remember too strong a mixture will kill your roots. – DO NOT OVERFEED. Also, fresh air is vital as it supplies the plants with carbon dioxide, and this keeps the atmosphere buoyant.
PESTS and DISEASES: Don’t get this out of proportion –proper food-proper care and cleanliness can avoid pest attacks. If a plant has been seriously attacked by scale, mealy bug, red spider or aphids it will quickly deteriorate and take a long time to recover. Ants are also a problem and can make a nest in your pot. They carry the aphids and scale from one pot to another.
DISEASE can also affect your plants such as fungus, black rot, leaf spot and soft rot which can be caused by low temperatures and high humidity. Keeping a balance between temperature-humidity, fresh air and constant handling of your plants will help you be aware of any problems.
Incorrect watering either too much or too little will be indicated by leaves yellowing and dropping but this may not happen till weeks later.
VIRUS: If in doubt about a plant that may have virus, place a leaf of the suspect plant in a plastic sealed bag and show it to experienced growers. It may only be a fungus in which case you can isolate the plant and spray with algenox and repeat 10 days later.  If the new growth comes up clean it would indicate fungus.
POTTING MIX: There are many combinations of potting mix, but it is essential that you do not have too many various mixes in your collection.  We pot cymbidiums in cymbidium mix and use Orchita bark for all other plants.  If you bring a flowering plant into the house, please make sure the plant is at least 3 meters from ripening fruit. Ripening fruit produces Ethylene gas which can cause flowers to fade and collapse. Household air freshener or any type of aerosol can create the same effect.

Vale 
Margaret Reavell (1949 to 2025)
Margaret joined Five Dock RSL Orchid Society in November 2009 and at her second meeting she heard our request for a treasurer and immediately put up her hand to fill the position.  Margaret proved to be an excellent treasurer and although she started as a novice grower she proved herself to be a good grower.  Althought she did not have a big collection, she had some quality plants.  Very quickly Margaret formed friendships in our club and would entertain us at her house on New Years Eve and then we would watch the fireworks from Five Dock Park .  Margaret would also come to our house and we also had many lunches together at Club Five Dock RSL.  Margaret enjoyed playing Bridge & Mahjong  at the club as well as the Probus group as if thaty was not enough she joined the Concord Garden Club on top of her many other friends & activitries.
Margaret loved to travel and visited every continent in the world except Antarctica 
Margaret worked as an Accountant for over 37 years and was still working 1 day a week for her company up until just four weeks before her passing.

Margaret was a wonderful Aunt to her neices & nephews and a wonderful sister to her brother Ern siter Kathy and Sister-in -Law Denise.

To them and all of Margaret’s extended family on behalf of Five Dock RSL Orchid Society’s memebrs me extend our sincere Condolences for the loss of such a wonderful woman.  Kathy Koutsoukis (President Five Dock RSL Orchid Society)
Margaret’s Funeral Arrangements

Margaret’s funeral will be held at 10.30am on Monday 27th October 2025 at South Chapel Rookwood Cemetary.
Dates for the Diary
23rd October 2025
Monthly Meeting Neutrog – all the information on fertilisers & pesticides etc.

09th November 2025
Manly Warringah Orchid Society Orchid Auction Cromer

27th November 2025
Monthly Meeting - Craig Scott-Harden
06th December 2025
Presentation Night / Christmas Party, Club Five Dock RSL
13th December 2025
OSNSW Summer Show, Ermington Main Hall, River Rd Ermington
22nd January 2026

Monthly Meeting
26th February 2026

Monthly Meeting
26th March 2026

Monthly Meeting & AGM

02nd April 2026

Royal Easter Show to 13th April 2026
23rd April 2026

Monthly Meeting
06th May 2026

Autumn Show Marketplace Leichhardt to 9/5/2026 To be confirmed
28th May 2026

Monthly Meeting
25th June 2026

Monthly Meeting
23rd July 2026

Monthly Meeting
16th August 2026 

Ferragosto Street Fair
27th August 2026

Monthly Meeting
02nd September 2026
Spring Show Marketplace Leichhardt to 5/092026 To be confirmed

18th September 2026
Orchids Central Club Condell Park Thursday Set up to 20th Sept 2026

24th September 2026
Monthly Meeting
22nd October 2026

Monthly Meeting
26th November 2026
Monthly Meeting
06th December 2025
Presentation Night / Christmas Party, Club Five Dock RSL
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