

FIVE DOCK RSL ORCHID SOCIETY INC MARCH 2026 BULLETIN
Meetings are held on the 4th Thursday in the months of January to November. 
at Concord Community Centre, 1A Gipps Street, Concord, NSW 2137
The Society was founded on 19th July 1967.
[image: May be an image of Vanda orchid]
Society Emblem: Dendrobium Fivedock Fire ‘Summertime’ 
Next meeting will be held on Thursday 26th March 2026 commencing at 7.40 pm
Five Dock RSL Orchid Society is proudly supported by. 
Club Five Dock RSL, Canada Bay Council and MarketPlace Leichhardt Shopping Centre
Visit our website www.fivedockorchids.com  & our Facebook page Five Dock RSL Orchid Society for photos of the winning orchids from our Monthly Meetings and Annual Shows, Plants of the Night, Class winners, Show Champions, and record of our Social Events. 
PATRON: 	 Robert Ridge
PRESIDENT:		Kathy Koutsoukis			Mobile: 0401 951 211
VICE PRESIDENT:		Fedora Pristov   
SECRETARY:		Robert Moon			Mobile: 0412 335 349  
Society Email:		fivedockrslos@yahoo.com.au 	
Postal Address:  		PO Box 4035, Bradbury NSW 2560   
TREASURER:		Fedora Pristov (Acting)
SHOW MARSHAL		Peter D’Olier			
[bookmark: _Hlk512054016]COMMITTEE:         		Jane D’Olier   		Sharon McIlwain		Robyn McEwen
		Peter D’Olier		Merv Maher			Jonathan Tran	Website Coordinator: 	Jane D’Olier

President’s Report
Wow! What a wild and woolly night we had for our last meeting. The rain was torrential and a lot of members did not attend. Scott from Barrita made it through the rain and gave a great talk on the sub family Zygopetalinae, which ties in nicely with our new growing competition plant Neopabstopetalum (Npp) Memoria Margaret Reavell.
We had another friendship night at Club Five Dock RSL and all who attended had an enjoyable evening.
Our Picnic Day will be on Sunday 29th March 2026 at Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway is always an enjoyable day to relax and get to enjoy tasty food and great company. If you haven't indicated if you are coming, please advise us for catering purposes. 
Our March meeting is our AGM; we are hoping more members will nominate to come onto committee. Many hands make light work. Our committee meeting is held straight after our monthly meeting so there is no need to come out another night. More people on the committee brings innovative ideas and perspectives which help our society. We are still looking for a new treasurer, so I hope someone will come forward to take some of the load off Fedora as acting treasurer.
Our Anzac Tribute Display at Club Five Dock RSL will be held from 18th and 19th April 2026. Setup from 10am on the 18th with judging at 12pm. Pull down will be Monday 20th. Please help us make this a lovely display and tribute. Anzac Day this year will be the 110th Anniversary of the Gallipoli landing and 108th of the Subbranch receiving their charter February 1918.
We have been invited back to give Orchid talks at Bunnings Gladesville and Rydalmere in May. 
Our guest speaker this month is Gary Hodder who will talk on pests and how they affect our Orchids.
Hope to see you at our next meeting.

Kathy Koutsoukis

FIVE DOCK RSL ORCHID SOCIETY INC
Minutes of the Monthly General Meeting held on 26th February 2026,
at Concord Community Centre, 1A Gipps Street, Concord
Opening: 	
The Vice President declared the meeting open at 7.40pm and welcomed all members and our guest. Fedora then requested all those present to either turn their mobile phones off or to silent.

Apologies: 	
Apologies were as listed on the attendance sheet.

Minutes: 	
It was moved that Minutes of the meeting held on 22nd January 2026 as circulated, be adopted as a true and correct record of that night’s proceedings.
Moved	Jonathan Tran			Seconded 	Marina Patchett		Carried

Business arising:	
There was no business arising from the minutes.

Treasurer’s Report:
Fedora tabled her treasurer’s report including accounts for payment
Moved	Jim Costa		Seconded 	Sheila Buchanan			Carried

Correspondence: 	
The summary of Correspondence received, was tabled. Consisting of various Orchid Society Newsletters, News on upcoming Orchid Events & Conferences, Open Gardens information from the Garden Clubs Australia and promotions of various “Orchid & Garden” tours.

General Business:	
The Vice President asked had everyone present had signed the attendance register for insurance purposes, Covid 19 tracing, and the lucky badge draw

Fedora advised Robyn McEwen condition advising she will be in hospital for the next few weeks

Members were advised of the sale by lottery of the remaining Growing competition plants Npp Woody’s Surprise ‘Double’ x Zga Freestyle Meadows ‘River Gum’ which Scot has registered with Kew as Neopabstopetalum (Npp) Memoria Margaret Reavell to honour our late Treasurer. 

The Vice President advised the wide range of raffle prizes and to support the raffle by buying tickets

The friendship night at Club Five Dock RSL on Tuesday 10th March is a good chance to meet fellow members in a friendly social atmosphere.
 
A reminder that our Annual Picnic is at Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway Weather shed which will be held on Sunday 29th March 2026 starting from about 10am  Meat & Salad will be provide with Tea & Coffee & Soft Drinks if you want something stronger please BYO also disposable Plates & Cutlery will be available but it is suggested you bring something more durable to eat off and metal cutlery and drink utensils.  We would request you bring something for dessert to have with Tea & Coffee after Sausages & Kebabs Yes there will be vegetarian options.

The President reminded members our AGM is in March 2026, and we are seeking new members for the committee as well as a new “permanent” Treasurer. and on that note members were reminded that fees are now due and only financial members will be able to vote at the AGM 

Reminder that our Anzac Tribute Display will be 18-19th April 2026 setup on Saturday from 10am to 11.45am. With judging from 12noon and tear down on Monday 20th April from 10am Show schedule will be in March Bulletin 

Supper:
The meeting broke for Super 

Lecture
Kathy introduced Scott Barrie of Barita Orchids.
Scott started the presentation by reminding member that Barrita had been in the Cymbidium Cut flower market for the past 60 years and had diversified into Sarcochilus and Vandas and they now had their own lab to process the 200 Sarcochilus crosses and 27 colour variations and the other genera crosses. The view of the inside of the lab showing the growing areas where the LED lights were Red & Blue as these colours are what Light frequencies Plants need to grow. 
Scott showed an arial view of their nursery and advised the lab was now able to manage the new direction the nursery was headed into the intergeneric Zygos.
He started by showing the atypical classic Zygopetalum Hybrid  Z Arthur Elle with its classical deep purple lip green & brown coloured petals & sepals and advised It was perfumed and how Z. crinitum featured in classic Zygos especially Z Debbie De Mello with its deep labellum 
The Sub Family Zygopetalinae which includes the genera
· 
· Aetheorhyncha
· Aganisia
· Batemannia
· Benzingia
· Chaubardia
· Chaubardiella
· Cheiradenia
· Chondrorhyncha
· Chondroscaphe
· Cochleanthes
· Cryptarrhena
· Daiotyla
· Dichaea
· Echinorhyncha
· Euryblema
· Galeottia
· Hoehneella
· Huntleya
· Ixyophora
· Kefersteinia
· Koellensteinia
· Neogardneria
· Otostylis
· Pabstia
· Paradisanthus
· Pescatoria
· Promenaea
· Stenia
· Stenotyla
· Vargasiella
· Warczewiczella
· Warrea
· Warreella
· Warreopsis
· Zygopetalum
· Zygosepalum


Scott advised that this presentation would show how few of these genera had been used to create intergeneric hybrids Then moved into the nuts & bolts of the presentation by showing the potential this sub family have for the potted plant market with short flask to flowering cycle. Scott advised he was   making crosses for Darker Colours and more perfume Scott advised he thought he bought all of Stephen Monkhouse’s Zygos but as they say devils in the detail.
Scott Showed a number of photos of various genera how a Promenaea in a 3” pot made a lovely display.
Scott then showed the lengths people will go to immortalize themselves & Family Alantuckerara (Ngda x Prom x Z) Little Wonder, Stephenmonkhouseara (Zygoneria x Hamelwellsara) Bali Quest & Aussie Quest, and Shirleymonkhouseara (Neopabstopetalum and Hamelwellsara) Shirly Bird named after Stephen’s mother. The next slide was of Galeopetalum Arlene Amour a different direction in colour palette.
Scott observed that we have barely scraped the surface of the intergenerics of this sub family.
He then posed the question are they getting crosses or are the plants asexually selfing 

Scott then went on to advise what the plants would expect in nature and what the nursery actually gives them and the various media & fertilising & watering routines the nursery uses and science that comes into play. He noted that with the closure of Boral he has nowhere to source locally, grow wool and is trialling new media previously his potting media was 1/3rd Grow wool, Styrene & perlite media never breaks down or absorbs nutrients required by the plants

Kathy thanked Scott for coming on such a “wild night” and bringing plants for sale, made the usual presentation 

Lucky Badge Draw:
Was won by Shiela Buchanan and the prize was one of Margaret’s plants donated to the Society

Raffle:	 	
The Raffle prize winners were 
Marianna Patchett (x2), Ingrid Allen, Alonya Cullinan, Robert Moon, Graeme Cook, Patrizia Massa, Fazil Halil & Craig Scott-Harden

Closure:		
The President then closed the meeting at 9.25 pm thanking members for helping supper, wished everyone a safe journey home, and asked for help to put the tables & Chairs away & vacuum up spilled potting media.




	Point Score February 2026

	Open
	 
	 
	 

	Class 3 Laeliinae (Cattleya) Exhibition
	 
	Class 25 Species America
	 

	1. Rlc.Toshie Aoki ‘Happy’
	J. Tran
	1. Max. variabilis
	J. Tran

	Class 4 Laeliinae (Cattleya) 66-110mm
	 
	2. Gga. galeata
	F. Pristov

	1. C. Mini Purple 'Tamami' 
	C. Scott-Harden & A. Cullinan
	Class 26 Species Asia
	 

	2. C. Unknown 
	R. Moon
	1. Bulb. dearei
	C. Scott-Harden & Alonya Cullinan

	3. L. superbiens
	GJ & SW Cook
	Class 27 Species Other Areas
	 

	Class 5 Laeliinae (Cattleya) Mini up to 65mm
	 
	1. Aergs. punctata
	C. Scott-Harden & Alonya Cullinan

	1. Cattleytonia Dendi's Toy
	G. Hodder
	Class 28 Miscellaneous Hybrids not Listed
	 

	Class 7a Laeliinae (Cattleya) Species
	 
	1. Phrag. Perseus ‘Highclere’
	C. Scott-Harden & Alonya Cullinan

	1. Rl. digbyana
	J. Tran
	Class 31 Australian Epiphytes Species
	 

	Class 10 Cypripedioideae Species
	 
	1.Den. lichenastrum
	C. Scott-Harden & Alonya Cullinan

	1. Phrag. pearcei
	C. Scott-Harden & A. Cullinan
	Class 48 Seedling
	 

	Class 13 Monopodial/Vandaceous Species
	 
	1. C. Lucy Chua ‘Hot Hot’ x Ctt. Bactia ‘Grape Wax’
	J. Tran

	1. Phal. cornu-cervi 
	C. Scott-Harden & A. Cullinan
	 
	 

	Class 15 Coelogyninae Species
	 
	 
	 

	1. Dendrochilum latifolium
	G. Hodder
	Novice
	 

	2. Coel. ovalis
	C. Scott-Harden & A. Cullinan
	Class 39 Novice Laeliinae
	 

	3. Coel. tomentosa
	F. Pristov
	1. C. Unknown
	F. Halil

	Class 17 Phalaenopsis Exhibition over 76mm
	 
	2. C. Unknown
	F. Halil

	1. Unknown
	J. Tran
	3. C. Unknown
	F. Halil

	Class 21 Oncidiinae Species
	 
	Class 41 Novice Phalaenopsis
	 

	1 Milt. clowesii
	F. Pristov
	1. Phal Unknown
	F. Halil

	Class 23 Oncidiinae 36-60mm
	 
	 
	 

	1. Miltonia Unknown
	F. Pristov
	 
	 

	2. Miltonia May Moir x Clowesi x Kismat
	GJ & SW Cook
	 
	Number of Plants Benched = 26



General Notices related to the 2026 AGM

Pursuant to Clauses 11 and 12 of the Five Dock RSL Orchid Society Inc Constitution, notice is hereby given, that on Thursday 26th March 2026, the Annual General Meeting of the Five Dock RSL Orchid Society, will be held for the purpose of tabling the Annual Reports of the President & Treasurer and to Vote for the Election of Office Bearers for 2026-2027. 

Please note that voting at the AGM will be in accordance with Clause 14 of our Constitution, which is in person voting, only by financial members.

Nominations forms for all committee positions are available from our website and are subject to Clause 5 (c) of our Constitution. At the date of close off for nominations. The Nominations received were
PRESIDENT:		Kathy Koutsoukis		
VICE PRESIDENT:		Fedora Pristov   
SECRETARY:		Robert Moon			 
TREASURER:		Vacant
SHOW MARSHAL		Peter D’Olier			
COMMITTEE:         		Jane D’Olier   		Sharon McIlwain		Robyn McEwen
				Peter D’Olier		Merv Maher			Jonathan Tran
  
Extract of April 2025 Newsletter of 2025 AGM

“…. It was moved that Standing Orders be suspended so that the President & Treasurer’s Annual Reports could be presented and the Election of Office Bearers for the year 2025-2026 be held.											Carried

President’s Annual Report:
I am very happy to report that this past 12 months have been highly successful for our Society.
We had a very successful potting day at my place, repotting Brian Frugtniet’s orchids which were donated to our Society by Brians family. Twenty-three members turned up to help, and we had a great day.
Straight after that we did our Anzac Tribute at Club Five Dock RSL and represented the Society at the Anzac Service on Sunday
During the year we had our May show at Leichhardt followed by our participation in the Ferragosto in August, then back to Leichhardt in September for our Spring Show and then the big "Orchids Central" show in October. Third place in the Orchid displays went to Five Dock due to all the hard work of Sharron McIlwain and Jonathan Tran.
During the year we had several friendship nights, and these are a great opportunity to get to know your fellow members. 
Fedora and I were busy doing talks at Bunnings Rydalmere and Gladesville. We also took part in the Bunnings Spring Launch at both stores which were fun days.
Due to circumstances, we did not do a bust trip, but we will have one this year.
In December we had our Christmas Party which was a great night. We had a fantastic raffle and a hilarious Hawaiian shirt competition, won by George Yung.
We have just had our first friendship night for 2025, and our Picnic Day is on the 30th March.
I would like to close by thanking all the members for the support they give to our club, putting tables and chairs out and away, helping with supper and doing duty at our shows.
Then there is the committee. First of all, a big thank you to Fedora our Vice President, and "catering manager". Fedora does an excellent job chairing the first half of the meeting, and doing the Bunnings talks with me.
Next, I have to thank Robert Moon our secretary who is charged with doing the bulleting and attending to the correspondence.
Our Treasurer Margaret Reavell is always on top of our finances and does an excellent job. A big thank you Margaret.
Peter & Jane D'Olier put so much work into Five Dock maintaining the website, judging at monthly meetings, doing the photography and the monthly point score and talks.
Sharon McIlwain has been an enormous help since coming onto committee and is always ready to assist with any chores.
Jonathan Tran is another hard-working committee member willing to help with anything - putting out tables and chairs and helping with supper.
What can I say about Merv Maher. I don't know how many years he has been coming early to put out the tables and chairs and to always do many days of duty at our shows.
Last but not least we have Peter & Dorothy Booth. I am sad to report that after many years working for Five Dock RSL Orchid Society, they are stepping down from the committee. 
We thank them for all their years of work and support. We are not losing them, they are still valued members, just no longer on committee.




Treasurer’s Annual Report:    
The Treasurer tabled the report prepared by our Auditor. Margaret asked if there were any questions about the report and advised that copies of the Statement were available, and she would be available to answer further questions after review.

Fedora then asked George Yung to function as returning officer on this occasion. 

The Returning Officer advised that nominations for the various position had been received in accordance with our constitution and that there was no legal impediment to any of the persons standing for election. George then asked for any further nominations from the floor. 

There being no further nominations received, and there being no need for a ballot for any position, the returning officer put the matter to the members for their approval. The matter was put to the members and there being no objections, the Returning Officer declared the following persons elected to the positions for the year 2025-2026.
Office Bearers are:
PRESIDENT:			Kathy Koutsoukis	
VICE PRESIDENT:		Fedora Pristov         
SECRETARY:			Robert Moon	
TREASURER:			Margaret Reavell
Committee Members are:
	Jane D’Olier	Peter D’Olier	Merv Maher		
	Robyn McEwen 	Sharon McIlwain 	Jonathan Tran

Fedora thanked George for his assistance. George then wished the new committee well, for the ensuing year.

Resumption of Standing Orders:	
The President moved that Standing Orders be resumed.  		Carried….”
End of Extract.
Membership Fees are now Due!
Single $20 Family $25
Please see our Treasurer at our March 2026 Meeting
Dates for the Diary
29th March 2026		Picnic at Weather shed Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway Concord
02nd April 2026		Royal Easter Show to 13th April 2026
12th April 2026		Manly Waringah Orchid Society Orchid Auction, Fisher Rd Cromer
18th April 2026		Anzac Tribute Club Five Dock RSL Set up 10am to 20th April 2026
23rd April 2026		Monthly Meeting
06th May 2026		Autumn Show Marketplace Leichhardt to 9/5/2026 To be confirmed
15th May 2026		Orchids Out West, Clarendon to 17th May 2026
28th May 2026		Monthly Meeting / Growing Competition Judging
09th June 2026		Friendship Night @ Club Five Dock RSL
25th June 2026		Monthly Meeting
23rd July 2026		Monthly Meeting
16th August 2026 		Ferragosto - Great North Rd five Dock “Street Fair”
27th August 2026		Monthly Meeting / Growing Competition Judging
02nd September 2026	Spring Show Marketplace Leichhardt to 5/092026 To be confirmed
08th September 2026	Friendship Night @ Club Five Dock RSL
17th September 2026	Orchids Central Club Condell Park Set up to 20th Sept 2026
24th September 2026	Monthly Meeting
22nd October 2026		Monthly Meeting
26th November 2026	Monthly Meeting / Growing Competition Judging
05th December 2026	Presentation Night / Christmas Party, Club Five Dock RSL  
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