FIVE DOCK RSL ORCHID SOCIETY INC JANUARY 2026 BULLETIN
Meetings are held on the 4th Thursday in the months of January to November. 

at Concord Community Centre, 1A Gipps Street, Concord, NSW 2137
The Society was founded on 19th July 1967.
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Society Emblem: Dendrobium Fivedock Fire ‘Summertime’ 

Next meeting will be held on Thursday 22nd January 2026 commencing at 7.40 pm

Five Dock RSL Orchid Society is proudly supported by. 

Club Five Dock RSL, Canada Bay Council and MarketPlace Leichhardt Shopping Centre

Visit our website www.fivedockorchids.com  & our Facebook page Five Dock RSL Orchid Society for photos of the winning orchids from our Monthly Meetings and Annual Shows, Plants of the Night, Class winners, Show Champions, and record of our Social Events. 
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President’s Report
Happy New Year everyone. 
I hope it will be a happy, healthy one and a highly successful year for our society. I enjoyed our Christmas party at Club Five Dock RSL. It was a lovely evening in the ballroom, the company was good with everyone talking and enjoying the great food, fantastic raffle, and our annual Hawaiian shirt Parade. This year several ladies participated and the winner by popular vote was Ingrid Allen, who received the Pineapple Trophy I donated & a bottle of wine 
I am happy to report our Annual Picnic Day at Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway has been booked for Sunday 29th March 2026 So enter the day in your diary and keep the day free. 

At our January Meeting we will commence a new growing Competition It is a Zygopetalum hybrid and we are arranging for the hybrid to be registered as Z. Memoria Margaret Reavell. The committee thought this would be a fitting tribute to our wonderful late Treasurer instead of a trophy 
At our meeting on Thursday Robert Our Secretary will show the Professional Photos taken of all the Conference winners from the Australian Orchid Council Conference held at Woolgoolga October 2025

Hope to see you all at the meeting

Kathy Koutsoukis
FIVE DOCK RSL ORCHID SOCIETY INC

Minutes of the Monthly General Meeting held on 27th November 2025,

at Concord Community Centre, 1A Gipps Street, Concord

Opening: 


The Vice President declared the meeting open at 7.40pm and welcomed all members and our guest. Fedora then requested all those present to either turn their mobile phones off or to silent.

Apologies: 


Apologies were as listed on the attendance sheet.
Minutes: 


It was moved that Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd October 2025 as circulated, be adopted as a true and correct record of that night’s proceedings.

Moved
Louisa Campagna


Seconded 
Philip La


Carried

Business arising:


There was no business arising from the minutes.
Treasurer’s Report:
Fedora tabled her treasurer’s report
Moved
Sam Campagna


Seconded 
Fazile Halil


Carried

Correspondence: 


The summary of Correspondence received, was tabled. Consisting of various Orchid Society Newsletters, News on upcoming Orchid Events & Conferences, Open Gardens information from the Garden Clubs Australia and promotions of various “Orchid & Garden” tours.
General Business:


The Vice President asked had everyone present had signed the attendance register for insurance purposes, Covid 19 tracing, and the lucky badge draw
The “missing” Seamungus & air fresheners were handed out courtesy of Neutrog.

Prize Money for winners at Orchid Central was handed out 

Copies of our constitution, Novice growing notes & name badges were handed out to our new members
The members were reminded that the Christmas party is the 6th December 2025 and doors open at 6.30pom for a start time of 7pm Don’t forget to wear a Hawaiian shirt to win the excellent trophy and the Monster raffle with major prizes provided by Bunning & Club Five Dock RSL.  
Supper:

The meeting broke for Super 

Lecture
Kathy introduced Craig Scott who gave a presentation of native orchids of New Guinea. Scott advised most of the photos were Mark & Joanna Pritchard of Orchid Mania Nursery trip to PNG in 2024. The presentation showed not only native flora but native fauna such as the tree kangaroo probably of the genus Dendrolagus notatus, and various species of Bird of Paradise (Paradisaea raggiana) of the family Paradisaeidae of the order Passeriformes which is the emblem of PNG.  Mark was unsure of the names of some of the photos Jim Cootes, Phil Spence and Kurt Metzger helped Scott identify the plants photographed. Unfortunately, I did not get time to list all the plants shown but the presentation was a wide range of the various Orchids from the 1500-3000m altitude, and included the genera Glomera section uniflora, Dendrobiums sections Latouria, Oxyglossum and Cadetia. Examples of Den cuthbertsonii with its red & purple flowers. Liparis and Oberonia species were shown as well as Calanthe & Corybas. Scott mentioned that Orchid Mania Nursery is contactable at orchidmania@westnet.com.au, and their Facebook page.  Kurt Metzger frequently posts on the Bulbophyllum enthusiasts Facebook page as he lives in Aiyura, Eastern Highlands of PNG Kathy thanked Scott for his presentation.

Luck Plant Draw:

Was won by Nestor Tzelis and the prize was one of Margaret’s plants donated to the Society
Raffle:
 


The Raffle prize winners were Craig Scott Hardin, Gavin Buchan, Shiela Buchan, Anastasia Zarkos, George Yung, Robyn McEwen, Patrizia Massa, Sam Capagna, John Costa, Angie Lyle, and Robert Moon
Closure:



The President then closed the meeting at 9.10 pm thanking members for helping supper, wished everyone a safe journey home, and asked for help to put the tables & Chairs away & vacuum up spilled potting media.

[image: image2]
  [image: image3]  [image: image4]
November 2025 Open Plant of the Night          November 2025 Novice Plant of the Night
Den. tangerinum
Onc. Unknown

Peter & Jane D’Olier
Sheena Lee
Dates for the Diary
22nd January 2026

Monthly Meeting / New Growing Competition Purchase Cost $10
26th February 2026

Monthly Meeting / New Growing Competition Purchase
10th March 2026 

Friendship Night @ Club Five Dock RSL
26th March 2026

Monthly Meeting & AGM

26th March 2026

24th WOC Dresden Germany to 29th March 2026
29th March 2026

Picnic at Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway Concord
02nd April 2026

Royal Easter Show to 13th April 2026

12th April 2026

Manly Waringah Orchid Society Orchid Auction, Fisher Rd Cromer
23rd April 2026

Monthly Meeting
06th May 2026

Autumn Show Marketplace Leichhardt to 9/5/2026 To be confirmed
28th May 2026

Monthly Meeting / Growing Competition Judging
09th June 2026

Friendship Night @ Club Five Dock RSL
25th June 2026

Monthly Meeting
23rd July 2026

Monthly Meeting
16th August 2026 

Ferragosto - Great North Rd five Dock “Street Fair”
27th August 2026

Monthly Meeting / Growing Competition Judging
02nd September 2026
Spring Show Marketplace Leichhardt to 5/092026 To be confirmed

08th September 2026
Friendship Night @ Club Five Dock RSL
20th September 2026
Orchids Central Club Condell Park Thurs Set up to 20th Sept 2026

24th September 2026
Monthly Meeting
22nd October 2026

Monthly Meeting
26th November 2026
Monthly Meeting / Growing Competition Judging
05th December 2026
Presentation Night / Christmas Party, Club Five Dock RSL



Keeping your orchid flowering for as long as possible

By Ryan “The Orchid Guy” Levesque
When growing orchids, you want to make sure that the flowers last as long as possible. How long your orchid flowers last, depends on the variety of orchid as well as the care that the blooms receive. 

Phalaenopsis orchids, one of the most popular types, normally flower 1-2 times a year and the flowers can last anywhere from 60-120 days. Dendrobium and Oncidium orchids have a typical flowering season anywhere from January to March. Both types typically bloom 1-2 times a year and their flowers usually last 30-45 days. Another popular type of orchid is Cattleya which will bloom during Spring to Fall once a year normally for a period of 7-12 days but can sometimes last a little longer. 

To make your orchid flowers last if they can, there are a few things that you should do. The first thing you should do is remember to water your orchid. You do not want to let the orchid dry out because the flowers need to stay very hydrated. Just remember that overwatering an orchid is not good either. You never want your orchid’s roots to sit in water. 
The second thing you should do to help keep your orchids flowers is to keep the temperature in your orchids growing area a little on the cool side. Many varieties of orchids typically flower when the weather is cooler, so keeping the temperature nice and cool will be a favourable environment for your orchid to bloom. Lowering the temperature can extend the flowering period by a couple of weeks. 

Something else you should do is being sure to keep pollinating insects away from your orchid. As soon as orchid flowers encounter bees or other flying insects, the flowers begin to die almost immediately after being pollinated.

To ensure that your flowers will last as long as possible, there are also some things that you want to make sure you do not do. It is important that you do not mist the flowers because if there is too much moisture on the flowers this can lead to orchid disease. Also avoid putting your orchid in an area with too much humidity because this can also create too much moisture. Another place you need to avoid placing an orchid is in a setting with no air circulation. It is important that your orchid gets proper air circulation so that the air does not become stale, because this can also lead to bacteria growth. 

Something else you do not want to do is keep your orchid near fruit that is ripening because when fruit ripens it releases ethylene gas which can cause the flowers to die more quickly. Another thing you want to make sure you do not do is let the orchid get direct sunlight, because this can cause sunburn to the plant. Although, you will need to make sure that your orchid does get the right amount of indirect sunlight such as through a sheer curtain. This indirect sunlight is essential in keeping the blooms vibrant.

By following these few simple steps, you can ensure that you will be rewarded with flowers. When growing orchids one of the most rewarding feelings, after putting in the time and effort, is getting beautiful blooms that you can enjoy.
Till next time good growing “Ryan”
General Notices related to the 2026 AGM

Pursuant to Clauses 11 and 12 of the Five Dock RSL Orchid Society Inc Constitution, notice is hereby given, that on Thursday 26th March 2026, the Annual General Meeting of the Five Dock RSL Orchid Society, will be held for the purpose of tabling the Annual Reports of the President & Treasurer and to Vote for the Election of Office Bearers for 2026-2027 and if applicable, any Special Resolutions received. 

Please note that voting at the AGM will be in accordance with Clause 14 of our Constitution, which is in person voting, only by financial members.

Special Resolution requests, under Part 4, Division 3, Clause 39 (1) (a) of the Associations Incorporation Act 2009 No 7, must be received in writing by the Secretary, no later than 5pm Friday 20th February 2026 for inclusion in the February 2026 Bulletin.
Nominations forms for all committee positions are available from our website and are subject to Clause 5 (c) of our Constitution. The signed form must be in the hands of the Secretary, no later than 5pm Thursday 20th March 2026 for inclusion in the March 2026 Bulletin
Membership Fees are now Due! 

Single $20 Family $25

Please see our Treasurer at our January 2026 Meeting
