FIVE DOCK RSL ORCHID SOCIETY INC MAY 2026 BULLETIN
Meetings are held on the 4th Thursday in the months of January to November. 
at Concord Community Centre, 1A Gipps Street, Concord, NSW 2137
The Society was founded on 19th July 1967.
[image: May be an image of Vanda orchid]
Society Emblem: Dendrobium Fivedock Fire ‘Summertime’ 
Next meeting will be held on Thursday 28th May 2026 commencing at 7.40 pm
Five Dock RSL Orchid Society is proudly supported by. 
Club Five Dock RSL, Canada Bay Council and MarketPlace Leichhardt Shopping Centre
Visit our website www.fivedockorchids.com  & our Facebook page Five Dock RSL Orchid Society for photos of the winning orchids from our Monthly Meetings and Annual Shows, Plants of the Night, Class winners, Show Champions, and record of our Social Events. 
Website Coordinator: 	Jane D’Olier
PATRON: 	 Robert Ridge
PRESIDENT:		Fedora Pristov			
VICE PRESIDENT:		Kathy Koutsoukis
SECRETARY:		Robert Moon			Mobile: 0412 335 349  
Society Email:		fivedockrslos@yahoo.com.au 	
Postal Address:  		PO Box 4035, Bradbury NSW 2560   
TREASURER:		Fedora Pristov
SHOW MARSHAL		Peter D’Olier			
[bookmark: _Hlk512054016]COMMITTEE:         		Jane D’Olier   		Sharon McIlwain		Robyn McEwen
	Peter D’Olier			Merv Maher			Jonathan Tran
Growing competition Judging of Neopabstopetalum (Npp) Memoria Margaret Reavell 
(Npp Woody’s Surprise ‘Double’ x Zga Freestyle Meadows ‘River Gum’)  
President’s Report
We had our Autumn show at Leichhardt Marketplace, and I wish to thank Kathy & Sharon for their assistance in picking up the Cymbidiums for sale.  A big thank you goes to our members who benched their plants for Judging and brought along their plants for sale.  To Veronica Clowes, Wal Chapman & Cary Polis, thank you for your time & expertise in Judging at our Autumn Show. Special thankyou to Leichhardt Market place for graciously giving our society the space to allow the show to proceed.as they have done for so many years.
The Champions of our Autumn Show were Champion Dendrobium & Grand Champion Den Margaret Joan Fell, Champion Species & Reserve Champion Coel ovalis owned by Jonathan Tran, Champion any other Zygo Jumping Jack, Champion Oncidium Oncid. Pagen Love Song ‘Ruby Charles’ Richard Oppinsaro, Champion Laeliinae Ctt Chief Berry Nestor & Dora Tzelis and Novice Hybrids Other & Novice Champion Oncid Penny Ruth Carpenter ‘Morning Joy’ owned by Maria Grasso.  Congratulations to all the winners and I am happy to announce Maria will be elevated to the open section. 
Our Guest Speaker for May will be Alonya Cullinan her presentation is titled Newbies vs Den speciosum.  
Also, this month is the first judging of our Growing comp, so please bring your plants for Judging
Our bus trip will be Saturday 27th June 2026 to Mingara Orchid Fair leaving at 8am from the Community Centre Coach will be $20 per person We need to have final numbers this month as there are other societies that are very interested in coming.
Last Thursday night Kathy & I attended the Club Five Dock RSL AGM to induct Mrs Joyce Duncan OAM & Mr Robert Ridge our Patron with Life Membership of Club Five Dock RSL. On behalf of the Committee & Members of Five Dock RSL Orchid Society, we congratulate both recipients.
Here is a little bit of Trivia for Kathy’s 80th Birthday Trevor Yee arranged for a Paph to be named P. Kathy Koutsoukis at the last meeting of the Paph Society one of their members benched the plant
Thank you to Bankstown Orchid Society who have agreed to sell our surplus Cymbidiums at their show at Lidcombe Mall.  Any remaining plants will be available to our members at a substantial discount.
See you at our meeting on Thursday 						Fedora Pristov

FIVE DOCK RSL ORCHID SOCIETY INC
Minutes of the Monthly General Meeting held on 23rd April 2026,
at Concord Community Centre, 1A Gipps Street, Concord
Opening: 	
The President declared the meeting open at 7.40pm and welcomed all members and our guest. Fedora then requested all those present to either turn their mobile phones off or to silent.

Apologies: 	
Apologies were as listed on the attendance sheet.

Minutes: 	
It was moved that Minutes of the meeting held on 26th March 2026 as circulated, be adopted as a true and correct record of that night’s proceedings.
Moved		Marianna Patchett		Seconded 	Louisa Campagna			Carried

Business arising:	
There was no business arising from the minutes.

Treasurer’s Report:
Fedora tabled the treasurer’s report including accounts for payment
Moved		Lori Emerson		Seconded 	Jonathan Tran			Carried

Correspondence: 	
The summary of Correspondence received, was tabled. Consisting of various Orchid Society Newsletters, News on upcoming Orchid Events & Conferences, Open Gardens information from the Garden Clubs Australia and promotions of various “Orchid & Garden” tours.

General Business:	
The President asked had everyone present had signed the attendance register for insurance purposes, Covid 19 tracing, and the lucky badge draw
The president brought out a Birthday cake to honour our secretary’s 70th Birthday which was last Wednesday. Everyone sang Happy Birthday.  The secretary thanked everyone for their good wishes for his birthday.
Fedora reminded everyone our first Judging of the growing competition will be next month so make sure you bring your plants
The feedback for our Anzac Tribute was all positive with Robert Ridge saying it was a wonderful show.  The prize money was then distributed 
Our Autumn show set up is in just under 2 weeks and a duty roster is on the front table please sign up for duty as nay hands make light work and bench plants for the display you could be a winner.
A bit far off but our next Friendship Night is Tuesday 9th June 2026 hope you can attend it is a great night to socialise with other members 

Supper:
The meeting broke for Super 

Lecture
The lecture was general growing workshop.  Members had brought in plants that were of concern.  Sealed in Ziplock bags leaf samples were brought up for advice as to whether they were bacterial, fungal or viral problems Gary explained that viral infections in plants follow the lines of the veins in the leaf and easy to see. Bacteria tend to start at a wound site such as sap sucking insects feeding point and treat with fungicide most flowers are susceptible and tend to show viral and bacterial infections Botritis is the main one that comes to mind.  Discussion was around Speciosum var pedunculata red factor and whether it was in fact viral as the only way to get red into the colouring was via Kingianum hybrids if it is not then it may be diseased.  There were many opinions on this topic    Fertiliser burning tend to be lack of watering after fertilising and show in necrosis of the leaf tips as salt is deposited 
Potting Media was a hot topic, and everyone has their secret potting mix ratios but generally the usual mixture was Bark (size depends on use) 6-8 parts, Perlite 2 parts, Charcoal 2 parts and some added scoria.  Discussion then revolved around what Scott Barrie had said about changes Barrita is making from using grow wool which is no longer readily available and use of coco fibre as a substitute. 
Jonathan gave a quick repotting demonstration of a Laelia anceps, while Kathy advised the best method for labelling was with a 2B pencil and what details should be entered on the label such as date of repotting.
Ace Ohlesson has Perlite etc at their Flemington markets store.  The secretary mentioned that they are a sponsor via their Campbelltown Store for several societies in the region and were a sponsor of the 2025 AOC Conference at Woolgoolga.
The main take away from the talk was keep everything CLEAN and seal any plant wound to stop infection, use the paint cleaner, Tricleanium as a tool disinfectant.

Lucky Badge Draw:
Was won by Jonathan Tran

Raffle:	 	
Winners were Maria Grasso (x2), Lori Emerson (x2), Fedora Pristov, Sharon McIlwain, Craig Scott-Harden, Alonya Cullinan, Sheila Buchanan, Karen Munro, and Anne Malcolm

Closure:		
The President then closed the meeting at 9.20 pm thanking members for helping supper, wished everyone a safe journey home, and asked for help to put the tables & Chairs away & vacuum up spilled potting media.


Dates for the Diary
28th May 2026		Monthly Meeting / Growing Competition Judging
09th June 2026		Friendship Night @ Club Five Dock RSL
25th June 2026		Monthly Meeting
27th June 2026		Bus Trip to Mingara Orchid Fair 8am from Community Centre
23rd July 2026		Monthly Meeting
7th August 2026		National Orchid Extravaganza Arena Sports Club to 9th Aug 2026
14th August 2026		St Ives orchid fair St Ives Showground to 16th August 2026
16th August 2026 		Ferragosto - Great North Rd five Dock “Street Fair”
27th August 2026		Monthly Meeting / Growing Competition Judging
02nd September 2026	Spring Show Marketplace Leichhardt to 5/092026 
08th September 2026	Friendship Night @ Club Five Dock RSL
17th September 2026	Orchids Central Club Condell Park Set up to 20th Sept 2026
24th September 2026	Monthly Meeting
22nd October 2026		Monthly Meeting
26th November 2026	Monthly Meeting / Growing Competition Judging
05th December 2026	Presentation Night / Christmas Party, Club Five Dock RSL  


















	Point Score April 26

	Open Classes
	 
	 
	 

	Class 3 Laeliinae (Cattleya) Exhibition
	 
	Class 23 Oncidiinae 36-60mm
	 

	1. Rlc. Brunswick Gem,
	J, Tran
	1. Ons. Everglades Elegance 'Nancy Lee’
	S & L Campagna

	Class 4 Laeliinae (Cattleya) 66-110mm
	 
	2. Oncid unknown
	S & L Campagna

	1. C. Mari's Love 'Taka'
	K. Koutsoukis
	Class 24 Oncidiinae over 61mm
	 

	Class 5 Laeliinae (Cattleya) Mini up to 65mm
	 
	1. Brat. Aztec ‘Toni' 03
	F. Pristov

	1. Rly. Swan's Shy
	S & L Campagna
	2. Milt Leucoglossa
	S & L Campagna

	2. Ctt. Topaz Ruby Drop
	C. Scott- Harden & A. Cullinan
	3. Milt. spectabilis
	A & K Lyle

	Class 6 Laeliinae (Cattleya) Cluster 5+Flowers
	 
	Class 26 Species Asia
	 

	1. Ctt. Little Suzie ‘Jay’
	C. Scott- Harden & A. Cullinan
	1. Bulb. species unknown
	C. Scott- Harden & A. Cullinan

	2. Lc. Le Phoenix ‘No 1’
	J, Tran
	2. Bulb. grandiflorum
	C. Scott- Harden & A. Cullinan

	3. Ctt. Towering Inferno
	J, Tran
	Class 27 Species Other Areas
	 

	Class 7b Laeliinae Species Other than Cattleya
	 
	1. Stenoglottis longifolia
	S & L Campagna

	1. Psh. cochleata
	P. La
	Class 28 Miscellaneous Hybrids not Listed
	 

	2. Psh. cochleata
	S & L Campagna
	1. Bulb. JM Guilloty
	C. Scott- Harden & A. Cullinan

	3. Psh. cochleata ‘Pepe’ x ‘Jules & Elaine’
	S. McIlwain
	Class 29 Miniature Species & Hybrids under 20mm
	 

	Class 9 Paphiopedilum Other
	 
	1. Gom. radicans
	C. Scott- Harden & A. Cullinan

	1. Paph Larry Sexton
	C. Scott- Harden & A. Cullinan
	2, Ornithophora radicans
	S & L Campagna

	Class 10 Cypripedioideae Species
	 
	Class 36 Australasian Hybrids
	 

	1. Paph. hangianum
	C. Scott- Harden & A. Cullinan
	1. Den Margaret Joan Fell
	J. Tran

	2. Paph. primulinum ‘in Charm’
	J, Tran
	Class 48 Seedling
	 

	Class 11 Dendrobium Hybrids (Not Australasian)
	 
	1. Blc. Love Sound ‘Dogashima' x C. Seagulls Apricot ‘Magnefigue’
	J. Tran

	1. Den. Pop Eye
	K. Koutsoukis
	 
	 

	Class 14 Monopodial/Vandaceous Hybrids
	 
	Novice Classes
	 

	1. V.  unknown
	S & L Campagna
	Class 39 Novice Laeliinae
	 

	Class 15 Coelogyninae Species
	 
	1. Ctt. Little Suzie 
	M Grasso

	1. Coel. ovalis
	F. Pristov
	Class 40 Novice Coelogyninae
	 

	Class 16 Coelogyninae Hybrids
	 
	1. Coel. ovalis
	F. Halil

	1. Coel. Jannine Banks
	P. La
	Class 47 Novice Oncidiinae Species & Hybrids
	 

	Class 22 Oncidiinae under 35mm
	 
	1. Milt. spectabilis var. moreliana
	F. Halil

	1. Oncsa. Sweet Sugar
	S & L Campagna
	2. Aru. Sea Snake ‘Unforgettable’
	F. Halil

	2. Ondont. ‘Honey Bee’
	S. McIlwain
	 
	 

	3. Onc. Sharry Baby
	S & L Campagna
	Number of Plants Benched = 43
	 






	Autumn Show Benching Results - 2026

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Grand Champion
	 
	Reserve Champion
	 

	Den Margaret Joan Fell
	J. Tran
	Coel. ovalis
	J. Tran

	Novice Champion
	 
	Champion Dendrobium
	 

	Oncid Penny Ruth Carpenter ‘Morning Joy’
	M. Grasso
	Den Margaret Joan Fell
	J. Tran

	Champion Laeliinae
	 
	Champion Oncidium
	 

	Ctt. Chief Berry
	N & D Tzelis
	Oncid. Pagen Lovesong ‘Ruby Charles’
	R. Oppedisano

	Champion Species
	 
	Champion Other
	 

	Coel. ovalis
	J. Tran
	Z. Jumpin Jack
	S & L Campagna

	Open Classes
	 
	 
	 

	3. Laeliinae (Cattleya) – Exhibition
	 
	11. Oncidiinae Species
	 

	1 Cat. Unknown
	J. Tran
	1. Onc. sotoanum ‘Royal Stink’
	F. Pristov

	2 C Dal’s Choice ‘Rudak’ x C. Angel Flare ‘Cynthia’
	J. Tran
	12. Paphiopedilum Species & Hybrids
	 

	4. Laeliinae (Cattleya) – 66 to 110mm
	 
	1. Paph. insigne
	J. Tran

	1 Rth. Nell Hammer ‘Payom’
	P. La
	2. Paph. primulinum
	J. Tran

	2 C. Brabantiae 'Sentinels Hot Pants’
	J. Tran
	14. Dendrobium Hybrids (Other than Australasian)
	 

	5. Laeliinae (Cattleya) – Mini up to 65mm
	 
	1. Den Margaret Joan Fell
	J. Tran

	1 Ctt. Chief Berry
	N & D Tzelis
	2. Den. LD Red
	S. McIlwain

	6. Laeliinae (Cattleya) – Cluster 5 + Flowers
	 
	17. Coelogyninae Species
	 

	1. Rlc. Village Chief North 'Green Genius'
	S & L Campagna
	1. Coel. ovalis
	J. Tran

	2. Ctt. Porcia ‘Cannizaro'
	J. Costa
	2. Coel. ovalis
	J. Costa

	7. Laeliinae (Cattleya type) Species
	 
	19. Hybrids not elsewhere listed.
	 

	1  Psh. Cochleata
	P. La
	1. Z. Jumpin Jack
	S & L Campagna

	2. L. anceps 
	J. Tran
	2. Bulb. Elizabeth Ann ‘Buckleberry'
	F. Pristov

	8. Oncidiinae under 35mm
	 
	20. Australasian Hybrids
	 

	1. Onc. Pacific Pagan ‘Kilauea’
	N & D Tzelis
	1. Den. Pop Eye
	K. Koutsoukis

	2. Ondont. 'Honey Bee’
	S. McIlwain
	21. Australasian Species
	 

	9. Oncidiinae 36- 60mm
	 
	1. Den. moniliforme ‘Tsubak’ x self
	F. Pristov

	1. Oncsa. Sweet Sugar
	S & L Campagna
	22. Species – Americas
	 

	2. Onc. Aka Baby ‘Raspberry Chocolate’
	S & L Campagna
	1. Ornithophora radicans
	F. Pristov

	10. Oncidiinae over 61mm
	 
	2. 1. Ornithophora radicans
	S & L Campagna

	1. Oncid. Pagen Lovesong ‘Ruby Charles’
	R. Oppedisano
	23. Species – Asia and Other Areas
	 

	2. Brat. Aztec ‘Toni' 03
	F. Pristov
	1. Bulb. rothschildianum
	F. Pristov

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Novice Classes
	 
	 
	 

	25. Laeliinae
	 
	27. Hybrids not elsewhere listed.
	 

	1. Rlc. Deception Valentine
	M. Grasso
	1. Oncid Penny Ruth Carpenter ‘Morning Joy’
	M. Grasso






With our Guest speaker for May 2026 speaking on Dendrobium Speciosum I thought a couple of items to whet your appetite 

As we all know Botanists are always trying to change the name of Orchid genera well Speciosum is no different 
The meaning 
Dendrobium – means "tree-living" and refers to the epiphytic habit of many of the species of the group.
speciosum– means beautiful and is in reference to the great racemes of showy cream flowers

In the early 2000’s David L Jones & Mark Clemens tried to get Dendrobium speciosum changed to Thelychiton speciosus.

Thelychiton – coming from two Greek words – thely = female, chiton = covered
referring to the flower’s column, in some species of this genus on Norfolk Island, the stigmatic surface is surrounded by column tissue (forming a tube) with the anther covering it. These species are unable to be pollinated in the normal manner by exchange of pollinia, i.e. they are cleistogamous (meaning self-pollinating).  Thankfully this name is not generally accepted 

There are 9 Generally accepted varieties of D speciosum which are
Dendrobium speciosum var. blackdownense 
Dendrobium speciosum var. boreale 
Dendrobium speciosum var. capricornicum 
Dendrobium speciosum var. carnarvonense 
Dendrobium speciosum var. curvicaule 
Dendrobium speciosum var. grandiflorum 
Dendrobium speciosum var. hillii
Dendrobium speciosum var. pedunculatum 
Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum 

Ros Capel, a very respected Orchid Judge and National ANOS Registrar wrote a large tome of some 63 pages in 2012 and has updated it the latest being 2024.  on the various cultivars of Den speciosum. Which is available on the ANOS website Quite a few have Moon in their name Such as Daylight Moon, Moonmere, Beemoon etc and has a lot of useful information
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