FIVE DOCK RSL ORCHID SOCIETY INC AUGUST 2026 BULLETIN
Meetings are held on the 4th Thursday in the months of January to November. 
at Concord Community Centre, 1A Gipps Street, Concord, NSW 2137
The Society was founded on 19th July 1967.
[image: May be an image of Vanda orchid]
Society Emblem: Dendrobium Fivedock Fire ‘Summertime’ 
Next meeting will be held on Thursday 27th August 2026 commencing at 7.40 pm
Five Dock RSL Orchid Society is proudly supported by. 
Club Five Dock RSL, Canada Bay Council and MarketPlace Leichhardt Shopping Centre
Visit our website www.fivedockorchids.com  & our Facebook page Five Dock RSL Orchid Society for photos of the winning orchids from our Monthly Meetings and Annual Shows, Plants of the Night, Class winners, Show Champions, and record of our Social Events. 
Website Coordinator: 	Jane D’Olier
PATRON: 	 Robert Ridge
PRESIDENT:		Fedora Pristov			
VICE PRESIDENT:		Kathy Koutsoukis
SECRETARY:		Robert Moon			Mobile: 0412 335 349  
Society Email:		fivedockrslos@yahoo.com.au 	
Postal Address:  		PO Box 4035, Bradbury NSW 2560   
TREASURER:		Fedora Pristov
SHOW MARSHAL		Peter D’Olier			
[bookmark: _Hlk512054016]COMMITTEE:         		Jane D’Olier   		Sharon McIlwain		Robyn McEwen
	Peter D’Olier			Merv Maher			Jonathan Tran 

Growing competition Judging of Neopabstopetalum (Npp) Memoria Margaret Reavell
(Npp Woody’s Surprise ‘Double’ x Zga Freestyle Meadows ‘River Gum’)

President’s Report
August is the last month of winter, and I am waiting eagerly for spring and summer to arrive
To start August off, the Society was invited to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Kokoda Memorial Track, with a display and a potting demonstration. Kathy and I drove to visit Keith Wallace to purchase cymbidiums for the display, we purchased four plants, three have been sold and the fourth to be sold at our spring show. I would like to thank various members who gave plants for the display. Kathy did a wonderful job of repotting plants, and the audience were enthusiastic in learning more techniques.
Our next event was Ferragosto on 16 August, on the Friday before we went up to St Ives Orchid fair to buy two Cymbidium’s from Scott Barrie, one was to raffle at Ferragosto and the other at our spring show. We were extraordinarily successful with our raffle at Ferragosto, so thanks to Club Five Dock and especially to David Conway for organising the space and the marquee. I would like to thank Kathy and Robyn for assisting on the day selling raffle tickets and fertiliser.
The setup for our Spring Show at Leichhardt Market Place is on Wednesday 2nd of September, with members to bring their plants and benching sheets between 4:30 pm and 7 pm for judging on Thursday morning. Please bring your sales plants and sales sheets on Thursday after 10 am.
There will be a duty roster on the table at our Thursday night meeting for members to fill-in. Your participation in doing duty will be appreciated.
Also, remember to bring along your growing comp plants for judging this month.

See you on Thursday night							Fedora Pristov

		
FIVE DOCK RSL ORCHID SOCIETY INC
Minutes of the Monthly General Meeting held on 23rd July 2026,
at Concord Community Centre, 1A Gipps Street, Concord
Opening: 	
The President declared the meeting open at 7.40pm and welcomed all members and our guest. Fedora then requested all those present to either turn their mobile phones off or to silent.

Apologies: 	
Apologies were as listed on the attendance sheet.

Minutes: 	
It was moved that Minutes of the meeting held on 25th June 2026 as circulated, be adopted as a true and correct record of that night’s proceedings.
Moved	Richard Oppedisano				Seconded 	Gary Hodder		Carried

Business arising:	
There was no business arising from the minutes.

Treasurer’s Report:
Fedora tabled the treasurer’s report including accounts for payment
Moved		Luisa Campagna		Seconded John Costa		Carried

Correspondence: 	
The summary of Correspondence received, was tabled. Consisting of various Orchid Society Newsletters, News on upcoming Orchid Events & Conferences, Open Gardens information from the Garden Clubs Australia and promotions of various “Orchid & Garden” tours.

General Business:	
The President asked had everyone present had signed the attendance register for insurance purposes, Covid 19 tracing, and the lucky badge draw
Please support the Raffle 
Fedora advised we had thirty-one people were on the bus to Mingara and an enjoyable time at the show
There are several events over the following month Starting this weekend
25th July 2026		ANOS Sydney Group Auction Federation Pavilion Castle Hill Show Ground
1st August 2026		Display at Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway and potting demonstrations
7th August 2026		National Orchid Extravaganza Arena Sports Club to 9th Aug 2026
14th August 2026		St Ives Orchid Fair St Ives Showground to 16th August 2026
16th August 2026 	Ferragosto - Great North Rd Five Dock “Street Fair” Raffle & Fertiliser sales
2nd September 2026	Spring Show Leichhardt Market Place Set up on Wednesday evening with Judging the next morning at 9am. Please do not bring plants for sale before 10am on Thursday. Please help by doing duty as security talking to people about growing orchids and orchid sales. Show schedule with the next bulletin

Supper:
The meeting broke for Super 

Lecture
Fedora introduced Kathy for a demonstration of repotting various orchids. Kathy spoke of how some seedling prices have come down 35 years ago a Phalaenopsis would sell for $170 but now you can get them at Bunnings or Woolworths for $30 or less. She them spoke of how she preferred a live plant rather than a bouquet of cut flowers. As she was repotting a Phalaenopsis Kathy reminded members of various qualities of Phalaenopsis too much water can produce Kiki’s rather than flowers, and water to prevent crown rot. Also, various fertilisers like slow-release Strike back for orchids. The Golden rule she stressed was cleanliness of pots and cutting implements and ensure pests & diseases are not spread between plants by immersing cutting implements in Tri-clean or methylated spirits and sealing cuts with steriprune, cinnamon or Aloe Vera or Honey to seal off infection vector for bacteria or viruses. Kathy explained she always has a handy spray bottle of Metho to remove scale and clean tools. 
Kathy also explained the need for gloves both Nitrite & Gardening type. To keep repotting clean and wipe gloves with anti-bacterial wipes between repotting different plants

Kathy after removing plant from old pot removed old media especially Sphagnum Moss that was no longer viable. Teased out the roots and removed dead roots that did not have a live green tip and dead & discoloured leaves. Fresh media in this case fresh Sphagnum Moss added to a clean pot and pot filled to just below the pot rim. Kathy advised the plant could be staked to stabilise plant till roots had a chance to grow. The surface of the pot was treated with slow-release fertiliser or Blood & Bone and Calcium or even Osmacote or K-mac  

Jonathan noted that Phalaenopsis racemes should be cut back only to where it has die back, usually five nodes should be left

Discussion centred on various version of repotting for other genera such as Cattleya Alliance

Fedora Thanked Kathy & Jonathan for the presentation.

Lucky Badge Draw:
Was won by Stephen Thompson, Robert Moon (x2), Luisa Campagna, Ann Malcolm, Fedora Pristov, Mark Griffiths, Lisa Harris & Siew Wah Cook

Raffle:	 	
Winners were Graeme Cook

Closure:		
The President then closed the meeting at 9.15 pm thanking members for helping supper, wished everyone a safe journey home, and asked for help to put the tables & Chairs away & vacuum up spilled potting media.
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Plant of the Night Open 
Cymbidium Unknown
GJ & SW Cook


	Point Score July 26

	Open
	 
	 
	 

	Class 1 Cymbidium over 90mm
	 
	Class 22 Oncidiinae under 35mm
	 

	1. Cym. Unknown
	GJ & SW Cook
	1. Oncid Unknown
	S & L. Campagna

	2. Cym White Madam
	S. McIlwain
	Class 23 Oncidiinae 36-60mm
	 

	3. Cym Sikkim Charm
	S & L. Campagna
	1. Ons. Eye Candy 'Pinky' 
	L. Harris

	Class 1A Cymbidium Intermediate 61-90mm
	 
	Class 24 Oncidiinae over 61mm
	 

	1. Cym Arachnid
	P & J D’Olier
	1. Aru. Sea Snake 'Unforgettable' 
	S & L. Campagna

	Class 2 Cymbidium Miniature up to 60mm
	 
	2. Alcra. Marfitch 'Howards Dream’
	S & L. Campagna

	1. Cym. Belvidere ‘Highbury’
	R. Oppedisano
	3. Colm. Masai Red
	J. Costa

	2. Cym Unknown
	F. Bui & T. Duong
	Class 25 Species America
	 

	3. Cym Pathfinder ‘Carlingford’
	S & L. Campagna
	1. Bark. whartoniana
	G. Hodder

	Class 3 Laeliinae (Cattleya) Exhibition
	 
	Class 26 Species Asia
	 

	1. Rlc. Pamela Hetherington ‘Coronation
	S. McIlwain
	1. Cym. sinense
	P & J D’Olier

	2. C. Lynn Spencer x Horace
	P & J D’Olier
	Class 28 Miscellaneous Hybrids not Listed
	 

	3. Rlc. Dream Trader ‘Colossus”
	J. Tran
	1. Z. Happy Meadows ‘Lime Cocktails’ x Z. crinitum ‘Loddiges’
	S & L. Campagna

	Class 4 Laeliinae (Cattleya) 66-110mm
	 
	2. Z. Jumpin Jack
	S & L. Campagna

	1. Lc. Santa Barbara Sunset ‘Tyabb’
	G. Hodder
	3. Z. intermedia
	S & L. Campagna

	2. C. Mona Pink ‘Hiromi’
	J. Tran
	Class 29 Miniature Species & Hybrids under 20mm
	 

	Class 5 Laeliinae (Cattleya) Mini up to 65mm
	 
	1. Dcd. wenzelii
	P & J D’Olier

	1. Rly. Swan’s Shy
	S & L. Campagna
	Class 30 Australian Terrestrials
	 

	2. Blc. Sunset Sunspots ‘Royale’ x Lc. Trick or Treat ‘Royale’
	S & L. Campagna
	1. Ptst. curta
	L. Harris

	Class 7a Laeliinae (Cattleya) Species
	 
	Class 32 Australian Epiphytes Hybrids
	 

	1. C. blumenschenii
	P & J D’Olier
	1. Den. Starsheen ‘Botanic Fireworks’ x Den. Cobber ‘Lavender and Lime’
	S & L. Campagna

	2. C. brevipedunculata
	P & J D’Olier
	2. Den. Hilda's Artist 
	P. La

	3. C. brevipedunculata
	P & J D’Olier
	3. Den. Hilda Poxon
	P. La

	Class 7b Laeliinae Species Other than Cattleya
	 
	Class 33 Australian Sarcanthinae Hybrids
	 

	1. Enc. dinema polybulbon
	P & J D’Olier
	1. Sarco. Eclipse
	S & L. Campagna

	Class 9 Paphiopedilum Other
	 
	Class 35 Australasian Species
	 

	1. Paph. Lathamianum
	J. Tran
	1. Den. bracteosum
	P & J D’Olier

	Class 10 Cypripedioideae Species
	 
	 
	 

	1. Paph. fairrieanum
	L. Harris
	Novice
	 

	Class 14 Monopodial/Vandaceous Hybrids
	 
	No Benching
	 

	1. V. Unknown
	S & L. Campagna
	 
	 

	Class 15 Coelogyninae Species
	 
	Number of Plants benched = 54
	 

	1. Ddc. convallariiforme
	J. Costa
	 
	 

	2. Ddc. stenophyllum
	GJ & SW Cook
	 
	 

	3. Ddc. cobbianum
	R. Oppedisano
	 
	 




Dates for the Diary
27th August 2026		Monthly Meeting / Growing Competition Judging
02nd September 2026	Spring Show Marketplace Leichhardt to 5/092026 
08th September 2026	Friendship Night @ Club Five Dock RSL
17th September 2026	Orchids Central Club Condell Park Set up to 20th Sept 2026
24th September 2026	Monthly Meeting
22nd October 2026		Monthly Meeting
26th November 2026	Monthly Meeting / Growing Competition Judging
05th December 2026	Presentation Night / Christmas Party, Club Five Dock RSL  



Tasks for September
The Spring show season is racing up on us, and the general signs of spring abound with spring flowering orchids, producing racemes and buds. The first flush of spring growth is now here, and the temperature is starting to warm up but not yet hot, with a few “Indian Summer” day, so plan your repotting program in the coming weeks in between shows 
Ensure you have enough supplies of potting media, especially Orchita Bark, perlite, charcoal, and peat moss as well as new pots of assorted sizes and various tool and various fertilisers 
This is a suitable time to check each of your plants for pest & diseases and review are the plants in the right spot to flower 
The best time to repot is right before the new roots start growing so the plants will reestablish quickly after repotting or potting on
  General thing to do in September include 
 
· Watch out for mites and thrips by using preventive treatments 
· Genera that have been dormant, like Catasetums, calanthes, Dendrobium section Phalaenanthe can be repotted along with Cattleyas, Oncidiums, the time to repot section Dendrocoryne Dendrobiums is Late summer not now as they should be either in bud or flower about now
· Remove Kikis from teretes, semi-teretes and “reed stem” epidendrums and move plants gradually to brighter light for flowering 
· Add slow-release fertiliser and change fertilise NPK for growth Campbell’s blue to yellow for flowering 

Orchid Growing Tasks for Spring

Cattleyas
Several species flowering now are C. amethystoglossa with its large heads of crimson and white blooms, C. aurantiaca that delights with clusters of small yellow to orange star-like flowers, C. skinneri carrying many clusters of lavender or white blooms or the natural hybrid of these last two C. guatemalensis. Soon sheaths will emerge on C. mossiae hybrids. Ensure that moisture does not accumulate in the sheath causing buds to rot.
  
Cymbidiums
Spring flowering genera should be showing signs of flower spikes and should be “staked” for their best display but be incredibly careful staking as they are tender and easily broken losing the whole season. Arching or vertical spikes, display better if initially staked upward. Pendulous cymbidiums should be allowed to grow naturally over the pot rim
 
Oncidiums
Onc. papilio, the butterfly orchid, may be putting out the first in a series of many buds that will bloom through spring and early summer. Do not cut the inflorescence because it will continue to produce flowers year after year. Even though Onc. papilio has hard leaves suggesting it will tolerate a lot of light (like cattleyas), it is better grown under bright phalaenopsis conditions. Most of the flexuosum, spathulatum Oncidiums are summer flowering and will start to spike in the coming months Twinkle tends to have irregular flowering patterns 
 
Phalaenopsis
The hybrid Phalaenopsis have been in flower for the previous month. Certain species are starting to bloom like the white Phal amabilis or the pink Phal. schilleriana or the spotted Phal. stuartiana and are fundamental to many modern hybrids. If grown in sphagnum moss, make sure the moss does not deteriorate before the flowering season. because a healthy root system is important to sustain the many flowers these plants tend to carry.
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Five Dock RSL Orchid Society    Spring   Show   Schedule   Leichhardt Marketplace 20 2 6     Open Classes   1.   Cymbidiums  6 1 mm   and over   2.   Cymbidiums  up to  6 0 mm   3.   Laeliinae (Cattleya)  –   Mini up to 65mm   4.   Laeliinae   (Cattleya)   –   6 5   to  110mm   5.   Laeliinae   (Cattleya)   –   Cluster 5 + Flowers   6.   Laeliinae (Cattleya)  –   Exhibition type over   110mm   7.   Laeliinae (Cattleya type) Species   8.   Dendrobium (Other than Australasian)  Hybrids     9.   Dendrobium (Other than Australasian)  Species   10.   Paphiopedilum Species  and   Hybrids   11.   Monopodial  –   Species and Hybrids   12.   Phalaenopsis   Species and  Hybrids   13.   Species  –   Americas   14.   Species  –   Asia and Other Areas   15.   Oncidiinae Species   16.   Oncidi i nae    Up to  60mm    17.   Oncidiinae    over 61mm   18.   Coelogyninae Species   19.   Coelogyninae Hybrids   20.   Sarcanthiinae Species & Hybrids     21.   Australasian Hybrids   22.   Australasian Species   23.   Hybrids not elsewhere listed.   Novice Classes   24.   Cymbidium  Species & Hybrids   25.   Oncidiinae Species   & Hybrids   26.   Laeliinae  Species & Hybrids   27.   Australasian  Species & Hybrids   28.   Monopodial  Hybrids   or Species .   29.   Species   and   Hybrids   not elsewhere listed.     Prize Money:   Grand Ch ampion           $ 7 5         Reserve Champion         $3 5       Novice Champion   $35      Champion s :     Cymbidium   /   Laeliinae   /   Dendrobium   /   Oncidi inae   /     Australasian /  S pecies   /   Any Other           $2 5   each.     Classes      First  -     $10        Second  -     $5    Show set up location  –   near   Target ,   behind Elevator s .   On  Wednesday   2 nd   September  20 2 6 :     Between   4 . 3 0   –   7 .00   pm   Pull Down  -   S aturday   5 th   September   20 2 6 :    After  4 . 30   pm.   Judging will take place  from  9.00am   Thursday  3 rd   September 202 6   S ale s Plants bring in from   10 am Thursday  3 rd   September 2026  
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