FIVE DOCK RSL ORCHID SOCIETY INC JUNE 2026 BULLETIN
Meetings are held on the 4th Thursday in the months of January to November. 
at Concord Community Centre, 1A Gipps Street, Concord, NSW 2137
The Society was founded on 19th July 1967.
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Society Emblem: Dendrobium Fivedock Fire ‘Summertime’ 
Next meeting will be held on Thursday 25th June 2026 commencing at 7.40 pm
Five Dock RSL Orchid Society is proudly supported by. 
Club Five Dock RSL, Canada Bay Council and MarketPlace Leichhardt Shopping Centre
Visit our website www.fivedockorchids.com  & our Facebook page Five Dock RSL Orchid Society for photos of the winning orchids from our Monthly Meetings and Annual Shows, Plants of the Night, Class winners, Show Champions, and record of our Social Events. 
Website Coordinator: 	Jane D’Olier
PATRON: 	 Robert Ridge
PRESIDENT:		Fedora Pristov			
VICE PRESIDENT:		Kathy Koutsoukis
SECRETARY:		Robert Moon			Mobile: 0412 335 349  
Society Email:		fivedockrslos@yahoo.com.au 	
Postal Address:  		PO Box 4035, Bradbury NSW 2560   
TREASURER:		Fedora Pristov
SHOW MARSHAL		Peter D’Olier			
[bookmark: _Hlk512054016]COMMITTEE:         		Jane D’Olier   		Sharon McIlwain		Robyn McEwen
	Peter D’Olier			Merv Maher			Jonathan Tran 
						
President’s Report
It has been a quiet month gearing up to a more active couple of months, these events will be related to you in our upcoming monthly meetings
Our friendship night was an excellent night with 12 members attending and two (ring ins) daughters, we were able to chat amongst ourselves asking questions on growing Orchids or when to fertilise, these questions and more are sometimes unable to be answered during our monthly meetings , so please join our next friendship night for a more casual chat.
Our guest speaker will be Gary Hodder, who will talk about “Do you mount or pot Orchids,” it will be an interesting talk, I like to mount my Orchids, but I do not know which ones will be successful. Perhaps Gary will make my dilemma clearer.
This month’s meeting will be the last chance to join our bus trip to Mingara Orchid Fair, entry is free, but you need to have identification to enter and sign into the club. There are cafes and eateries for lunch or just coffee and cake for your pleasure. The cost of the bus trip is $20 per person. you can enjoy a carefree ride to Mingara.
The bus will leave the Community Centre - 1A Gipps St Concord at 9 am, please come a little bit earlier to allow boarding and seating on the bus. The bus will leave Mingara at 3 pm and we are having a small raffle on our way back. This raffle will include Charlie Carp, a $20 voucher from Bunnings, plants, one white wine and one red wine, gardening tools, the raffle tickets will be a dollar each so please ensure you have some loose change on you.
Looking forward to seeing you at Thursday night meeting and on our bus trip  
Fedora Pristov

		
FIVE DOCK RSL ORCHID SOCIETY INC
Minutes of the Monthly General Meeting held on 28th May 2026,
at Concord Community Centre, 1A Gipps Street, Concord
Opening: 	
The President declared the meeting open at 7.40pm and welcomed all members and our guest. Fedora then requested all those present to either turn their mobile phones off or to silent.

Apologies: 	
Apologies were as listed on the attendance sheet.

Minutes: 	
It was moved that Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd April 2026 as circulated, be adopted as a true and correct record of that night’s proceedings.
Moved		Judy Major			Seconded 	Luisa Campagna		Carried

Business arising:	
There was no business arising from the minutes.

Treasurer’s Report:
Fedora tabled the treasurer’s report including accounts for payment
Moved		Marianna Patchett		Seconded Kathy Koutsoukis		Carried

Correspondence: 	
The summary of Correspondence received, was tabled. Consisting of various Orchid Society Newsletters, News on upcoming Orchid Events & Conferences, Open Gardens information from the Garden Clubs Australia and promotions of various “Orchid & Garden” tours.

General Business:	
The President asked had everyone present had signed the attendance register for insurance purposes, Covid 19 tracing, and the lucky badge draw
The Autumn Show was highly successful, Fedora thanked Kathy & Sharon for driving up to Barita to pick up the sales plants. Fedora then distributed the Sales & prize money. Fedora noted there were a few Cymbidiums left over and would be available for the reduced price of $49
Fedora advised she had attended the Club Five Dock AGM where our Patron Robert Ridge & Foundation Secretary Joyce Duncan where awarded Life membership and is the only female awarded this honour by the Club. 
It was decided that the bus would leave here at 9am on Saturday 27th June 2026 and leave Tumbi Umbi at 3pm seat will cost $20 per person 

Supper:
The meeting broke for Super 

Lecture
Fedora introduced Alonya Cullinan and her presentation on Dendrobium speciosum for newbies.
Alonya started by advising she had lived in units first in Campsie then Drummoyne having only a tiny Balcony where she grew vegies in a two square metre area. Most were east facing balconies.
Alonya showed a photo of a Dendrobium she had been given by a friend moving to Tasmania consisting of three “discarded” pseudobulbs of Den speciosum probably ‘Windemere’ and looked in rough condition after cleaning up the pseudobulbs. She then gave a Potting demonstration of what she had done to save the plant, using a clay pot unglazed with coir & bark mixture but her secret ingredient is MycoGold Mycorrhizal Fungii which sells for 200g $32.95 or 1kg for $102.25. website details below, she put only a tiny sprinkle of the fungus into the lower reaches of the mixture to make roots grow, making sure to tamp down the edges to secure the plant held in place   
The plant showed new growth after a few months, and the results after 18 months were astounding. The plant had exceeded what chemical fertilisers could do. She showed her last unit in North Ryde balcony which was Northeast facing and morning sun.
The final piece of the puzzle was added calcium to the mixture in the form of shell grit that all plants need to thrive pet store sell fine shell grit for 5kg for $15
The fungus is available through https://biostim.com.au/shop/
Fedora thanked Alonya for her presentation 

Lucky Badge Draw:
Was won by Siew Wah Cook

Raffle:	 	
Winners were Richard Oppendisano, Luisa Campagna, Judy Major, Debbie Gillian, John Costa, Patrizia Massa, George Yung, Robyn McEwan, and Robert Moon.

Closure:		
The President then closed the meeting at 9.15 pm thanking members for helping supper, wished everyone a safe journey home, and asked for help to put the tables & Chairs away & vacuum up spilled potting media.


Dates for the Diary
25th June 2026		Monthly Meeting
27th June 2026	Bus Trip to Mingara Orchid Fair leave at 9am from Community Centre, Concord
23rd July 2026		Monthly Meeting
7th August 2026		National Orchid Extravaganza Arena Sports Club to 9th Aug 2026
14th August 2026		St Ives orchid fair St Ives Showground to 16th August 2026
16th August 2026 		Ferragosto - Great North Rd five Dock “Street Fair”
27th August 2026		Monthly Meeting / Growing Competition Judging
02nd September 2026	Spring Show Marketplace Leichhardt to 5/092026 
08th September 2026	Friendship Night @ Club Five Dock RSL
17th September 2026	Orchids Central Club Condell Park Set up to 20th Sept 2026
24th September 2026	Monthly Meeting
22nd October 2026		Monthly Meeting
26th November 2026	Monthly Meeting / Growing Competition Judging
05th December 2026	Presentation Night / Christmas Party, Club Five Dock RSL  

Orchid Hunting 200 years of searching for new orchid species

I was looking for an article to add and remembered the presentation Canh Chu Xuan, at the Conference last year and the work he does to bring Paphiopedilums in situ photos
In 2014, Paph canhii was designated with its own Paphiopedilum subgenus, Megastaminodium, due to its distinct characteristics that makes it unable to be fitted into any other Paphiopedilum subgenera and the pictures of the harsh environments, by human standards he went to find orchids in situ. 

As compared to his European contemporaries such as.

William Swainson FLS, FRS (Born 8th October 1789 at St Mary Newington, London, United Kingdom and Died 6th December 1855, aged 66, at Fern Grove, Hutt Valley, New Zealand)
, who was an English ornithologist, malacologist, conchologist, entomologist and artist. Was a member of the Wernerian Society of Edinburgh and also became a 	fellow of the Linnean Society, like his father John Timothy Swainson who was an original member of the Linnean Society  . He was elected a fellow of the Royal Society after his return from Brazil on 14th December 1820 the story that in 1818 he was collecting plants in Rio de Janeiro and sent a box of tropical plants he had acquired back to London. He used orchids as packing material, which were labelled as parasitic plants. One of the orchids bloomed on arrival, and Londoners were astonished by the unusual shape and colours of the flower. That single flower triggered "orchid fever", which resulted in many deaths in pursuit of the orchids. Evidence that this conventional story about using specimens of Cattleya labiata as packing material is just a myth. 

Based on his having seen these exceptionally showy flowers he understood their real value. Upon arrival to Barnet, the orchids would have been provided proper care. 
The basis for this conjecture is his acquaintance with Henry Koster (Born in 1793 in Portugal  and died 15 May 1820 aged 27 in Pernambuco, Brazil) and Dr Georg Heinrich Freiherr von Langsdorff (Born 8th April 1774 in Wöllstein, Electoral Palatinate, Holy Roman Empire – 9 June 1852 (aged 78)  Freiburg im Breisgau, Grand Duchy of Baden, German Confederation) Gregor was a German naturalist and explorer, as well as a Russian diplomat, better known by his Russian name, Grigori Ivanovich Langsdorf and was the Russian Consul General  in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil at the time of the discovery of Cattleya labiata

Now for the Australian Connection to William Swainson who is frequently credited with having the plant genus Swainsona named after him, and specifically Sturt's desert pea, which is the official floral emblem of South Australia. Although he did botanical work in this region, Swainsona is actually named for his cousin Isaac Swainson (1746–1812), who never travelled to this region.
The second connection is through Lieutenant-Governor of Victoria, Charles La Trobe CB (Born on 20th March 1801 London England and Died 4th December 1875 (aged 74) Litlington, East Sussex, England) who invited William to study local trees. He finished his report in 1853 in which he claimed a grand total of 1,520 species and varieties of Eucalyptidae. He identified so many species of Casuarina that he ran out of names for them.

My favourite insult about William’s work is in a letter from William Jackson Hooker (6 July 1785 – 12 August 1865, founder of Kew) who wrote to Sir Ferdinand von Mueller (born 30th June 1825, in Rostock, Mecklenburg-Schwerin [Germany and died 10th October 1896, in Melbourne, Victoria) who in 1857 was appointed director of the botanical gardens in Melbourne, which is now the national herbarium saying in part

“…. In my life I think I never read such a series of trash and nonsense. There is a man who left this country with the character of a first-rate naturalist (though with many eccentricities) and of a very first-rate Natural History artist and he goes to Australia and takes up the subject of Botany, of which he is as ignorant as a goose. “

My absolute favourite bad luck story is of Georg Eberhard Rumphius (1627–1702) whose tales of woe began in Indonesia by going blind in 1670 due to glaucoma, he continued work on his six-volume manuscript with the help of others. Then his wife and a daughter were killed when a wall collapse during a major earthquake and tsunami on 17th February 1674. Then on 11th January 1687, with the project nearing completion, a fire destroyed his library, numerous manuscripts, original illustrations for his Herbarium Amboinense, volumes of the Hortus Malabaricus, and works by Jacobus Bontius where destroyed. Persevering, Rumphius and his helpers first completed the book in 1690, but the ship carrying the manuscript to the Netherlands was attacked and sunk by the French and then in 1696 The Herbarium Amboinense finally arrived in the Netherlands. However, the East India Company decided that it contained so much sensitive information that it would be better not to publish it. Rumphius died in 1702, never having seen his work in print; the embargo was lifted in 1704, but then no publisher could be found for it. Finally in 1741, thirty-nine years after Rumphius's death, a Latin translation by Johannes Burman (1707–1779). 

Much of the natural history in Oud en Nieuw Oost-Indiën ("Old and New East-India") which describes the history of the Dutch East India Company was “written” by François Valentijn (Born 17th  April 1666 and died in The Hague, Netherlands on 6th  August 1727) most of the botanic work  is Rumphius’s it is noted they had been friends,.  In 2003/2004, the complete work was republished as a facsimile. In repudiation of the stipulation in Valentyn's will that Oud en Nieuw Oost-Indiën would never be republished.
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Class 1A Cymbidium Intermediate 61-

90mm

Class 23 Oncidiinae 36-60mm

1. Cym. Unknown A & K Lyle 1. Odont. Tiger Tail S & L Campagna

Class 2 Cymbidium Miniature up to 60mm

2. Bcd Guilded Tower 'Mystic Maze' R. Moon

1. Cym. Unknown S & L Campagna 3. Bcd Guilded Tower 'Mystic Maze' R. Moon

Class 3 Laeliinae (Cattleya) Exhibition Class 24 Oncidiinae over 61mm

1. Cat. Unknown

S. McIlwain 1. Brsdm. Golden Gamine White Knight

C. Scott- Harden & A. 

Cullinen

2. Blc. Dr Joe Walker Raymishima Hawaii S. McIlwain 2, Alcra. Winter Wonderland 'White Fairy'  R. Oppedisano

Class 4 Laeliinae (Cattleya) 66-110mm

3. Alcra. Winter Wonderland 'White Fairy'  S & L Campagna

1. Rth. Qing Ming Beauty ‘Topaz’

P. La

Class 26 Species Asia

2. Lc. Interceps

S. McIlwain 1. Bulb. fascinator

C. Scott- Harden & A. 

Cullinen

Class 6 Laeliinae (Cattleya) Cluster 

5+Flowers

Class 28 Miscellaneous Hybrids not Listed

1. Ctt. Porcia 'Cannizaro' 

R. Moon 1. Z. Jumpin Jack S & L Campagna

2. Cat. Unknown

J. Major 2. Bulb. Elizabeth Ann ‘Buckleberry' S. McIlwain

Class 7b Laeliinae Species Other than 

Cattleya

Class 32 Australian Epiphytes Hybrids

1. L. anceps

C. Scott- Harden & A. 

Cullinen

1. Den. Awesome

C. Scott- Harden & A. 

Cullinen

2. Psh. cochleata

P. La

Class 33 Australian Sarcanthinae Hybrids

3. Psh. cochleata

S & L Campagna 1. Sarco. Eclipse S & L Campagna

Class 8 Paphiopedilum Exhibition Class 36 Australasian Hybrids

1. Paph. Unknown

S & L Campagna

1. Den. Topaz Dream x (Barrabui’s Dark Knight 

x Jess McClintock)

S. McIlwain

Class 9 Paphiopedilum Other

2. Den. Topaz Dream x (Barrabui’s Dark Knight 

x Jess McClintock)

S. McIlwain

1. Paph Spicerianum x Paph ‘Western Sky’

C. Scott- Harden & A. 

Cullinen

Class 10 Cypripedioideae Species

Novice

1. Paph. insigne

S & L Campagna

Class 37 Novice Cymbidium

2. Paph. insigne

J. Major 1. Cym. Cherry Cola ‘Geyserland' F. Halil

Class 11 Dendrobium Hybrids (Not 

Australasian)

Class 39 Novice Laeliinae

1. Den LD Red

S. McIlwain 1. L. anceps K. Munro

Class 14 Monopodial/Vandaceous Hybrids

2. L. anceps ‘Coloured lip’ x L anceps ‘Guerrero’K. Munro

1. V. Ashley Lowe

P. La

Class 44 Novice Misc. Hybrids Not Listed

Class 15 Coelogyninae Species

1. Rth. Musician 'Topaz Ovation’ K. Munro

1. Coel. tomentosa, GJ & SW Cook 2. Pot. Rubescena x Sl Opertii ‘Hidden Treasure’No Name

Class 16 Coelogyninae Hybrids

Class 47 Novice Oncidiinae Species & 

Hybrids

1. Coel. Jannine Banks P. La 1. Odont. Wildcat ‘White Lip’ No Name

Class 22 Oncidiinae under 35mm

1. Oncid. Raspberry Chocolate S & L Campagna

2. Oncid. Unknown S & L Campagna Number of plants benched = 42

3. Oncid Unknown No Name

Point Score May 2026


